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Complementing the contact links on the Moruya Jazz Festival website, this publication’s email address is jazzmail@moruyajazzfestival.com.au
(If emailing, make your own email address and the subject very clear – Jazz Mail gets an enormous amount of spam, so the detection system refuses to accept anything that looks dodgy!  It’s usually better to ring Keith, in fact, on 4473 8519 or 0427 546 156).  

The Moruya Jazz Festival Jazz Mail e-Newsletter is prepared by Keith Joliffe, 115 Coogee Street, Tuross Head, 2537.

The e-Newsletter is currently being distributed by direct email as a Microsoft Word attachment (the size of this month’s download is approx 217kb).  Jazz Mail is also available as a pdf on the Festival website.
Jazzing Up Moruya

What a weekend it was in Moruya.  Jazz enthusiasts were promised a bigger and better festival than ever and the festival organisers certainly delivered.  There are just not enough superlatives to describe it all.  The crowds are definitely back.  Every venue was filled to capacity. There was so much to choose from that many fans were torn between old favourites and new experiences.  

Those lining the streets on Saturday morning voted the parade the best ever, most with special mention of the innovative hospital float.  At the traditional Picnic in the Park, locals and jazz patrons were treated to very professional performances from up and coming jazz musicians from local and ACT schools.  An added attraction was a Kids’ Stall where the many children collected free goodies as well as having their hair sprayed some amazing colours.

Patrons were delighted to welcome back the irrepressible George Washingmachine whose incredible capacity with voice and violin was up to his legendary standard.  Those who remembered him from previous festivals flocked to hear him, as did those who had heard about him.  A loyal troop of fans old and new followed his performances throughout the weekend and were continually delighted. 

Crowds at the CWA on Saturday afternoon were treated to the fantastic line up of Festival Patron Mike Hallam’s Hot Six, followed by the George Washingmachine Quintet.  Mike’s band played four times during the festival so fans had plenty of opportunity to listen to his great sound.

The inaugural Festival of Voice, drew unbelievable crowds.  There was not even standing room.  The unlucky ones had to make do with peering around doors and through gaps, which they were happy to do, to hear the brilliant rendition from The Glorious MUDsingers who opened the show.  Strangeweather Gospel Choir, back after a break last year sounded better than ever.  New local choir River Song, the Wicked Sisters, Sing Australia, local duo FiSoulsa, trio GraceNotes and duo Buster and Barkley completed the lineup and the audience savoured them all.  The applause for the solo by Buster and Barkley’s Nitida Atkinson, was deafening.  Performing with her uncle, Nitida, who is not yet sixteen, showed what wonderful young local talent we have.

To the delight of patrons, The Glorious MUDSingers and Strangeweather made an additional appearance in the Catholic Church, an outstanding venue for the voice, where they literally brought down the roof. 

Standing ovation followed standing ovation for the visually resplendent Royal Military College All Stars who gave a magnificent performance at the Golf Club where it was standing room only in the auditorium.  Canberra’s Les Brennan commented that this performance alone was worth the price of a weekend pass. 

Not even the storm on Sunday afternoon dampened enthusiasm.  The crowd simply packed up, moved inside, and sat on the floor if necessary, to be entertained once more by the George Washingmachine Quintet.  This was their fifth performance since Friday afternoon and they still managed to entertain and amaze the crowds.

People’s Choice winners from last year, Moondance, did it again and were actually playing at the time the award was announced, much to the delight of the audience.  Joint winners of the Big Band Section were Daramalan College and the ANU Big Band.
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Kathy Bluff from Moondance

Other winners at the festival were Christine Moy (Queanbeyan) and Suzanne Price (Moruya) who each won two return tickets anywhere in the Rex Network (the second set of tickets being a surprise inclusion on the night) and Jan Cooke who won two free passes to next year’s festival.
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Roger Bayley presents Jan Cooke with her prize

There were three gospel services for fans to choose from.  These were all filled to capacity and the congregations proved that not only the performers were capable of making music. 

Profits from the festival, including the offering from the Non-Denominational service will this year be donated to the Moruya District Hospital Auxilary. 

Additional Information

Dianne Grigson 0402472602


Festival of Voice

The sonorous notes of nearly 200 singers lifted the roof of the Mechanics Institute at the first

Festival of Voice during the Moruya Jazz Festival. A capacity audience was enthralled by the

singing fest which lasted three hours. The singers themselves were delighted with the excellent

acoustics of the historic Mechanics Institute which was originally built to suit the voice.

The audience was treated to eight quite different acts featuring large choirs, small

acappella groups, duos and trios. The Glorious MUDsingers from Milton and The Strange

Weather Gospel Choir from Canberra were big hits with their exuberant part harmony

singing. Sing Australia members from Moruya, Batemans Bay, Melbourne and Canberra also

entertained the audience with their joyful singing.

Two other local singing groups, The Wicked Sisters and River Song also displayed their

acappella singing skills, and the trio Grace Notes from Canberra lived up to their name with

their sweet and pure notes. Fi Soulsa, a local duo, amused the audience with their comedy

singing act, and Buster and Barkley were a newly formed duo who displayed a fresh approach

to voice and guitar.

The Moruya Jazz Festival Committee is delighted with the outstanding success of the

inaugural Festival of Voice, and intends holding a similar event next year to further celebrate

the diversity of the wonderful musical instrument which is the human voice.

Some “washup” notes

The Moruya Jazz Festival Committee held its post-festival “washup” meeting on 5th November, and began the annual process of evaluation.  The 2009 festival was regarded as hugely successful in all ways.  For example, it appears there will be enough money to pay off last year’s modest loss, and perhaps a bit more (details to be confirmed when all accounts are finalised).  Any changes for next year are likely to be in administrative fine-tuning, some ticketing and registration improvements, and new personnel helping with publicity and sponsorship.

John Nader privately produced a wonderful DVD (limited copies).  If you get a chance, have a look.  Heinz Matti has again produced a large collection of fine photos, expected to appear on the website early in 2010.

A very special vote of thanks was moved to all the businesses, community organizations, government agencies (local and State) and individuals who made such a vital contribution to the success of this 13th Moruya Jazz Festival.

Please do note the 2010 festival will be on 15th, 16th and 17th October.

Local Gig Guide and Jazz Events

Please let us know of any jazz happening around the Eurobodalla district, and we’ll include it in this section whenever it’s timely.

Wednesday 18th November, ILLAWARRA JAZZ CLUB “Christmas Capers” mid-week jam session featuring Satin Swing Jazz Band, CORRIMAL LEAGUES CLUB, info 4285 8310 or www.illawarrajazzclub.com
Saturday 21st November, &

Sunday 22nd November,

‘ROUND MIDNIGHT appears at the QUEANBEYAN SHOW (pavilion) from 11.00 am until 2.00 pm.

Sunday 22nd November, 

BAY SHOWBAND appears at the BATEMANS BAY BOWLING CLUB, from 5.00 pm until 8.30 pm.

Sunday 6th December 2009, Bay Waters, 12.30 pm, EUROBODALLA JAZZ CLUB special Christmas event, with Jazz’em Swing Band, walk-up acts Helen Annabel & Sing Australia, dancing and sing-alongs.

Sunday 20th December, ‘ROUND MIDNIGHT appears at THE OUTSIDER CAFÉ & GALLERY, CAPTAINS FLAT annual Christmas function, from 6.00 pm until late; reservations 6236 6160.

Every Friday night, 6 pm to 9 pm, DUCI’S MERIMBULA presents THE KADE BROWN TRIO.

Every first Thursday of the month, ROCKPOOL CAFÉ, CLUB SAPPHIRE (formerly Merimbula Bowlo), ROSOLINO, featuring Bob Porter (reeds/vocals), Mark Bolsius (keyboards), Ian Goater (guitar), John Marshall (drums) and Vince Lollback (bass).
Selected Saturday nights, JAZZ ON THE ROX, at CHEF’S CAP CAFÉ, EUROBODALLA BOTANIC GARDENS, featuring Eddie Bray (reeds), Chris Plumb (guitar), Peter Forsyth (bass) and Danny Freeman (drums), phone 4471 2400 for information.

Every Wednesday afternoon, 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm, listen to “JAZZ CONNEXIONS” on 2EarFM 107.5 and 102.9 (South).
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